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Abstract: This paper explores some of the recent challenges concerning the
contemporary meaning of capital by reconsidering the role of alternative forms
of capital in scientific progress. The first aim of the study is to review the main
contradictions in the notion of capital, with special regard to economics and
sociology. Second, it is aimed at highlighting the genesis of and the popular
literature on the alternative forms of capital. Besides, the paper reassesses the role
of the state-of-the-art notions and interpretations related to the subject matter. The
study argues that the understanding of capital should be defended from further
atomization, and calls for more clarity and consistency between disciplines and
in the usage of the term capital. Accordingly, some propositions are provided that
may lead scholars to outline the rigorous comprehension of capital.
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